STATE OF CALIFORNiA-—HEALTH AND WELFARE AGENCY

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
TUl P Street, Sacramento, CA 95814

October 14, 1987

ALL COUNTY INFORMATION NCTICE NO: 1-91-87

TO: ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS

SUBJECT: AFDC HOMELESS ASSISTANCE

Attached for your information is a copy of the enrclled version of AB 1733
(Isenberg). This legislation provides homeless assistance in the form of a
nonrecurring special need to qualifying AFDC applicants and recipients. The
Governor signed this bill into law on September 30, 1987.

The purpcse of this letter is to apprise you of the legislation and to provide
you with a summary of the main features, The nonrecurring special need for
homeless assistance consists of two basic components. The first component
addresses the immediate sheliter needs of the assistance unit and provides for
temporary shelter, The second component assists families in securing long-
term housing by providing permanent shelter assistance, Folliowing are the
main features of each component:

TEMPORARY SHELTER FEATURES:

~ A $30 per day special need payment would be available to qualifying AFDC
applicants and recipients for the costs of temporary shelter; an
additional amount may be granted to a family needing additional bed space.
The temporary shelter special need is allowable for up fo three weeks,
with an additional week permitted if good cause exists.

-  Temporary shelfer would be available to an applicant family apparently
eligible for AFDC, but whose eligibility has not been verifled.

- Families are expected to seek permanent shelter during the temporary
shelter period.




PERMANENT SHELTER FEATURES:

- A nonrecurring special need payment is avallable to eligible AFDC families
+o assist the families in obtaining permanent housing. This special need
would cover the costs of the last month's rent and/cor security and utility
deposits, as necessary.

- An amount not to exceed 30% of maximum aid payment (MAP) without special
needs would be granted to a family te meet the costs of the last month's
rent.

- A warrant or denial notice of action for homeless assistance for permanent
housing would have to be issued no later than one day from the date the
CWD has received: (1) all information necessary to establish AFDC
eligibility and {2) evidance of the availability of permanent housing at
80% of the family's MAP.

ADDITICHAL FEATURES:

- Eligibility for the nonrecurring special need payment for homeless
assistance (both the temporary and permanent shelter components) weuld be
limited to once every 12 months.

~  Payments for temporary and permanent shelter assistance would be made
directly to providers on behalf of families requesting such payments.

We will be issuing emergency regulations by January 1, 1988. These
regulations will become effective February 1, 1988, the operative date of the
iaw. If you have any questions regarding this letter or the attached law,
please call Kirsten Salomon of the AFDC Policy Bureau at (§16) 324-2006.

Deputy Director

Attachment

cor OWDA
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